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ABSTRACT 

A low-energy input process for the pyrolytic conversion of biomass to charcoal or car- 
bonized charcoal is provided. The biomass is sealed in a container, pressurized with air and 
heated to ignition. Control of pressure by input of air and release of gases to maintain succes- 
sively lower pressure levels results in a typical time for the conversion of less than 30 minutes. 
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